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Message from the Superintendent
As hard as it is to believe 
the “100th” day of the 
school year has come 
and gone! This annual 
celebration is always 
special at McIlvaine, in all 
of our elementary schools 
and with our seniors! If 
it seems that this year’s 

celebration seems to have 
come especially early, it 
has since we currently have 
had no weather related 
closings or delays. Now 
while I understand that 
our students are waiting in 
eager anticipation for that 
phone call that lets them 
sleep in, let me tell you 

about the wonderful things 
that have taken place in the 
last few months! Through 
the support of the Harry 
K Foundation and the 
Delaware Food Bank of 
Delaware, Charlton and 
Allen Frear opened a food 
pantry for those families 
in need.  We celebrated the 
Chinese New Year with our 
students at McIlvaine, Frear 
and Simpson. By the way 
it’s the Year of the “Rat.”  
Although we prefer saying 
“Year of the Mouse”!  Fifer 
held a career fair and Brown 
had a cultural festival. 
The principal of Star Hill 
braved the elements to 
read to her students from 
the roof. While the high 
school celebrated seniors 
signing their college letters 
of intent and put on an 
outstanding production of 
“Charlotte’s Web.” And to 
think that I didn’t mention 

our winter sports, band 
and chorus performances, 
c o m m u n i t y / b u s i n e s s 
breakfasts, Veteran’s Day 
celebrations, Districtwide 
Black History Month 
celebration and of course  
Stokes Elementary school’s 
famous Math and Potatoes 
Program! Wow – just think 
of the great things that will 
happen the rest of the year! 
I can’t wait – maybe we’ll 
even have a snow day!

WHATS  
HAPPENING?

FRONT COVER:
Group photo of Caesar Rodney 
High School students who 
volunteered to help with the 
Special Olympics Delaware 
Basketball School Skills 
Competition. 

BACK COVER: 
Star Hill Elementary Holiday 
Chorus Concert. 

The CR Report is a publication 
created exclusively for the Caesar 
Rodney community. 
For questions or comments, please 
contact Jason Minto, Community 
Relations and Information 
Specialist at: 
jason.minto@cr.k12.de.us 
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Visit Facebook and LIKE 
“Caesar Rodney School District” 
for all the latest information and photo  galleries 
from ALL our schools! 

Visit Twitter and FOLLOW 
“ @ C a e s a r R o d n e y S D ”  
for all the latest information
on ALL our schools!  

Follow us on Instagram! Visit Instagram and 
FOLLOW “CaesarRodneyRiders” 
for all the latest photos from
ALL our schools! 

Follow us on  

soocial media

Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald, Superintendent   

SPECIAL EVENTS:

Feb 28: Fifer Middle 
School, Postlethwait 
Middle School, Dover 
Air Base Middle School                                   
Dances 6:00-8:00 pm
           

BOARD MEETINGS:
 
Mar 17: Star Hill Elementary 
School

Apr 21: Allen Frear 
Elementary School

May 19: W. Reily Brown 
Elementary School

SCHOOL CLOSINGS:

Mar 20: In-Service Day
Apr 10-17: Spring Break
Apr 28: In-Service Day
May 22: Schools Closed
May 25: Memorial Day
June 10-12: In-Service Day



Caesar Rodney’s 
     Social Media Posts

In November, Caesar Rodney School District’s 
Rodney & Spirit were at Safeway in Dover to help 
with DART First State’s 22nd Annual “Stuff The 
Bus” Thanksgiving Food Drive.  The week-long food 
drive collected 13.1 tons (26,201 pounds) of food for 
Delawareans.   

In November, Steve Welde and John Kirby with the 
Camden-Wyoming Rotary Club delivered dictionaries 
to third-grade students at Major George S. Welch 
Elementary School.  Students learned about what a 
dictionary is used for and what the longest word in the 
dictionary is.  The Camden-Wyoming Rotary Club 
will deliver a total of 675 dictionaries in the Caesar 
Rodney School District.  

Harry K Foundation Food Pantry

In January, The YoJo Show presented “Bully No 
More” to students at Nellie H. Stokes Elementary 
School.  Students learned why bullying is wrong 
and why bullying should not be tolerated.  They also 
learned all the important things for kids to do if they 
are being bullied or witness a bullying situation.
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Thanks to a generous donation from the Harry K Foundation 
and partnership with the Food Bank of Delaware, anti-
hunger advocates, including First Lady Tracey Quillen 
Carney, officially cut the ribbon on the new food pantry 
at John S Charlton School on Wednesday, November 
13th, 2019.  Through the program, food insecure families 
with students attending Charlton School and Allen Frear 
Elementary School will be able to access emergency food 
and hygiene products by visiting the food pantry. Food for 
the pantry will be provided by the Food Bank of Delaware 
and school-wide food drives or community donations.  



In what has become an annual holiday tradition, Dr. 
Kevin Fitzgerald took the time to read to students 
whose classroom teacher requested it.  Dr. Fitzgerald 
read “Samurai Santa” written by Rubin Pingk, 
“My Teacher is an Elf” written by Joey and Melanie 
Acker, “The Gingerbread Pirates” written by Kristin 
Kladstrup and “Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins” 
written by Eric Kimmel, and “The Night Before 
Christmas” written by Clement Clarke Moore, “How 
Santa Got His Job” written by Stephen Krensky. 



Holiday Band and Chorus Performances



In January, McILvaine Early Childhood Center held a celebration for 
Chinese New Year.  Chinese immersion students performed a dragon 
dance, a happy new year song, and also performed a song called “Little 
Rat.”   Students answered questions about the Chinese New Year and were 
awarded a red packet for answering.   Students also watched video of zodiac 
animals and at the end of the celebration danced the Kongfu Numbers in 
Chinese. 

Riders Celebrate The 
Year Of The RAT

ADDITIONAL CELEBRATIONS AT W.B. SIMPSON AND ALLEN FREAR



In December, the students and staff from W. 
Reily Brown Elementary and Caesar Rodney 
High School held a Culture Festival where 
different countries and cultures were showcased.  
Before traveling to explore around the world, an 
Italian dinner of pasta was served.  

In December, Fred Fifer III Middle School 
held a Career Fair where representatives from 
different companies and agencies were on hand 
to talk with the students about law enforcement, 
food service, engineering, social services and 
more.    

In November, Principal Kathleen Fitzgerald 
and Assistant Principal Jean Allen from Star 
Hill Elementary read to the students from the 
roof of Star Hill during their recess to celebrate 
National Children’s Book Week. Assistant 
Principal Jean Allen read “A Bit of Royalty” 
that she wrote in college.  

In December, Caesar Rodney High School hosted the Special 
Olympics Delaware Basketball School Skills Competition.  The 
Basketball Skills Competitions are offered in the fall in several 
school districts across the state, providing athletes with an 
opportunity to compete in the three basic skills of basketball: 
dribbling, passing and shooting.  Caesar Rodney High School 
students from the Blue and Gold Club and Unified Student 
Athletes volunteered their time to help with all of the basketball 
skills competitions.  

Career Day at Fred Fifer III 
Middle School 

W. Reily Brown Elementary School 
Cultural Festival 

Principals at Star Hill Elementary 
Read From The Roof 

Special Olympics Basketball Held at 
Caesar Rodney High School

#goriders#cr



Cast:

Fern Arable – Olivia Lindquist
John Arable – Ryan Limbaugh
Martha Arable – Mickenzie Davis
Avery Arable – Tryston Bellon
Homer Zuckerman – Colby Crawford
Edith Zuckerman – Jordan “Jazz” Petersen
Lurvy – Samuel Ratliff
Wilbur – David Ransdell
Templeton – Audree Wells
Charlotte – Emma Hardy
Goose – Fiona Mitchell
Gander – Emily Ratliff
Sheep – Amy Deo
Lamb – Michaela Spangler
Chorus – Haydee Byars-Weiser
               Aryn Caswell
               Savana Clements
Reporter/Swing – Lorelai Mack
Photographer – Kayia Bernard
Announcer/Fern Understudy – Danielle Rabang
Uncle – Emily Mateja
Ensemble – Emily DeMarie, Emma Holston,
  Noelani Hopkins, Tala Kershner (Swing),
  Isabella Leathem, Sarah Lilly, Josephine Welch

The Caesar Rodney High School Stage Crew & Thespians performed “Charlotte’s Web” on November 14-16th inside the school auditorium.
Charlotte’s Web is a children’s novel by American author E.B White and illustrated by Garth Williams.  Charlotte’s Web was published on 
October 15, 1952, by Harper & Brothers.  The novel tells the story of a livestock pig named Wilbur and his friendship with a barn spider 
named Charlotte. When Wilbur is in danger of being slaughtered by the farmer, Charlotte writes messages praising Wilbur in her web in 
order to persuade the farmer to let him live.



CRHS Seniors Sign Letters of Intent

Morgan Desaulniers signed a Letter of Intent to play 
soccer with Bloomsburg University.  

Jackson Dean signed a Letter of Intent to wrestle with the 
University of Pennsylvania.  

Brandon Hatch signed a Letter of Intent to play baseball 
with Delaware State University.  

Ben Dawson signed a Letter of Intent to play baseball 
and run cross country at Wesley College.  

Nellie H. Stokes Elementary Math & Potatoes
In November,  Nellie 
H. Stokes Elementary 
School held their 
annual “Turkey and 
Math Potatoes” event.  
Parents were invited to 
enjoy a Thanksgiving 
lunch as well as spend 
some time in their 
child’s classroom 
learning about Stokes 
Elementary math 
program. 



Congratulations to Caesar Rodney High School senior, Evan Cheng, 
for being selected for the United States Senate Youth Program.  Evan 
will join Senator Thomas R. Carper and Senator Christopher A. Coons 
in representing Delaware in the nation’s capital during the 58th annual 
United States Senate Youth Program Washington Week, to be held March 
7-14, 2020.  Evan Cheng was selected from among the state’s top student 
leaders to be part of the 104 national student delegation and will receive 
$10,000 college scholarship for undergraduate study. 

Congratulations to Major George S. Welch 
Elementary School 5th grader Isabella Goeke, one 
of four statewide winners in the AAA Mid-Atlantic 
News essay competition.  AAA is celebrating the 
100th anniversary of the School Safety Patrol 
Program by awarding four $1,000 scholarships to 
student Safety Patrollers.  Isabella’s winning essay 
was selected out of more than 70 submissions.  Welch 
Elementary also received a $500 grant to support its 
AAA School Safety Patrol Program.

Drew Balcerak who is a 
paraprofessional at Nellie H. 
Stokes Elementary School 
was recognized by the 
Delaware State Education 
Association and iHeart 
Radio as the Education 
Support Professional for 
the month of November. 

RECOGNITIONS
In January, the Caesar Rodney 
High School Air Force Junior 
ROTC Drill Team were named 
the overall champions at the 
2020 Senator Classic JROTC 
Military Drill Competition 
winning every category.  



Honoring All Who Served
Veterans Day
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Allen Frear & Star Hill Recognized for Student’s Academic Achievement

 Lemonade Stand Law Unveiled at W. Reily Brown Elementary School 

In December, Allen Frear 
Elementary School and 
Star Hill Elementary 
School were recognized 
by Secretary of Education 
Susan Bunting for their 
student’s academic 
achievement and also 
received an $8,000 award.  
The students showed 
exceptional performance 
on state tests or made 
remarkable progress in 
closing the achievement 
gaps between student 
groups, including those 
from low-income families, 
racial minority groups and 
students with disabilities.

In December, the Student Lighthouse Team at W. Reily Brown Elementary School and Rep. 
Andria Bennett unveiled their Lemonade Stand Law that they have been working on together 
during a press event at W. Reily Brown Elementary School.  The legislation would protect kids’ 
lemonade stands from regulations and licensing fees.



      

T3 EXPO 

 Lemonade Stand Law Unveiled at W. Reily Brown Elementary School 

In January, the Caesar Rodney School District Staff participated in the T3 Expo (Teachers 
Teaching Teachers).  T3, now its 5th year, offered a menu of over 120 workshops to choose 
from, designed and taught by teachers.  This year’s keynote message, Different is not Deficient, 
was presented by author and speaker, Jonathan Mooney. 



College Readiness

During National School Counselor Association Week, 
Star Hill Elementary School had a spirit week to 
recognize student potential.  On College Readiness 
day, students dressed in college gear and learned about 
the different paths to college.  Thank you to Caesar 
Rodney High School and to all the colleges that donated 
college give-a-ways for our students!

#goriders
National Author Provides Feedback 

On Student’s Writings

In January, author Paul Volponi of New 
York City was at Fifer Middle School 
working with the advance English 7th grade 
students, providing individual feedback 
on their writings.  Paul also met with the 
entire 8th grade class in a workshop format 
to encourage reading and writing in their 
classes and to further their education.  

All-State Jr. Chorus

Students from F. Niel Postlethwait Middle School that 
were chosen for All-State Jr .Chorus.
Front row left to right: Cierra Adams, Myiah Brackin, 
Lauren Tucci, Raegan Dawicki, Arianna Diaz-Carde, 
Elizabeth McCarthy and Giohannes Villanueva.  Back 
row left to right: Connor Garey, Caitlin Cooch, Izzy 
Carlton, Nathaniel Atchley, Tyler Johnes, Stephan Holsey, 
Myra Peifer, Petyon Cole and Arjun Singh.

W. B. Simpson Annual Good 
Neighbors Breakfast 

In January, W.B. Simpson Elementary School held 
its annual Good Neighbors Breakfast to say “thank 
you” to local businesses, community leaders, 
and residents for what they do for W.B. Simpson 
Elementary School and their students.  Everyone 
enjoyed a breakfast served by members of W.B. 
Simpson’s Student Council and also watched a 
performance by students in the Chinese immersion 
program.   

  MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS  Winter 2020 
 

 All 550+ CRSD 3rd Graders experienced interactive field trips to Delaware’s Recycling Education Center  

 75 student & staff green EcoTeam shirts for new district EcoTeam members delivered 

 2,500 GreenRider reusable bags replacing single use plastic bags funded by DNREC Universal Recycling Grant  

 12 CRHS science educators toured Cherry Island Landfill & DE Recycling Center for first “Day Without Walls” 

 20 educators received professional development training in environmental education during January inservice 

  

  GOOD TO KNOW 
 

FEATURED PARTNER 

T h e  C a e s a r  R o d n e y  C e n t e r  f o r  G r e e n  S c h o o l s  

Our CR  Center f or Green 
Schools  br ings you  the 

la tes t  news regarding the  
dis t r ic t ’s  effor ts  to  ra ise  

awareness  about  
susta inabi l i ty,  

environmental  l i te racy,  
and a l l  th ings GREEN.  

WHO: Brandi Neal &                 
 Stacey Helmer 

WHAT: Public Education & Outreach 
 Coordinators at DSWA; community 
 partners with CRSD; providing education 
 on consumption & waste 

WHEN: 2016 to present 

WHERE: Delaware Solid Waste Authority (DSWA) Recycling Education 
 Center, New Castle, DE 

WHY: Hosted all 3rd Grade students and high school science teachers 
 for 2019-20 DNREC Universal Recycling education field trips 

HOW: Inform children (and adults) about what happens to waste once 
it is thrown away and just how important it is to our local 
economy and environment to Recycle Right. 

 

A watershed includes the land and 
the water in it as well as the plants, 

animals and humans who live and 
work there. Every area of the Earth 

in which water falls on land is a 
watershed. Do you know what 

watershed YOU live in? 

An invasive species is an alien species whose 
introduction causes or is likely to cause economic 
and/or environmental harm or harm to human 
health. DE’s Invasive Species Council is working 
with some State Senators to update Title 3 
legislation of the DE Code relating to invasive 
plants.  

As a result of Universal Recycling Grant 
funding, Welch & Stokes Elementary 

Schools are piloting cafeteria collection 
initiatives aimed at diverting food waste 
from our landfills and reducing the costs 
associated when landfills have to close. 

“We pledge to 
recycle the present to 
save the future.” 

Visitor Pledge 

The EcoTeams at CRSD strive to understand our impact on the ecosystems around us by becoming environmental stewards. The EcoTeams also strive to have an impact on our 
community of students, faculty, staff, and families as we are committed to planning for 21st century sustainable schools that (1) reduce environmental impacts and costs, (2) 
improve health and performance for all community members, and (3) increase environmental literacy. 
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